Biology B

Course Syllabus

(Keep this handout in your binder)

Course Description:

Welcome!  Biology B is a college preparatory course that emphasizes genetics (molecular biology and biotechnology), evolution (population genetics and speciation), and physiology (mechanisms involved in the nervous and immune systems and how the various human body systems relate to and interact with each other).  

The following State Science Content Standards will be addressed in this course:

· Genes are a set of instructions, encoded in the DNA sequence of each organism that specify the sequence of amino acids in proteins characteristic of that organism.

· The genetic composition of cells can be altered by incorporation of exogenous DNA into the cells.

· The frequency of an allele in a gene pool of a population depends on many factors and may be stable or unstable over time.

· Evolution is the result of genetic changes that occur in constantly changing environments.

· As a result of the coordinated structures and functions of organ systems, the internal environment of the human body remains relatively stable (homeostatic), despite changes in the outside environment.

· Organisms have a variety of mechanisms to combat disease.

Grading Policy:

It is expected that you will complete all assignments and tests with an overall average of 70 percent or more to receive credit for this course.

Grades will be assessed in the following manner:


Lab Activities and Projects




35%


Tests and Quizzes





30% 

Final Exam






15%

Homework






10%


Class Assignments and Participation



10%


Extra Credit





no more than 5%

· Updated grades will be posted online at chs-tvusd-ca.schoolloop.com (click on Pinnacle Grades).  It is your responsibility to check that your grades are up-to-date and correct each week.  PARENTS:  PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S GRADES ONLINE SINCE PRINTOUTS WILL NO LONGER BE SENT HOME (UNLESS REQUESTED).  AT THE END OF EACH SEMESTER YOU WILL STILL RECEIVE A PRINTED REPORT CARD.
Overall grades will be assessed as follows:

A = 90-100%


B = 80 - 89%


C = 70 - 79%


F = 69% and below
Textbook:

· Biology – The Dynamics of Life published by Glencoe (blue cover with whales)
*You are required to check out the textbook or CD-ROM from the library and keep it at home.

Chapters To Be Covered:
The following chapters will be covered in this course.  Please read them when they are assigned.  You will be responsible for the information covered in these chapters even if we do not go over them in class.

Chapter 11
DNA and Genes



Chapter 18  
Viruses and Bacteria

Chapter 13
Genetic Technology



Chapter 34
Transport









Chapter 35
The Blood and Immunity

Chapter 14
The History of Life



Chapter 36
Gas Exchange




Chapter 15
The Theory of Evolution



Chapter 37
Excretion












Chapter 39
Immunity from Disease

