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Biology A

Course Syllabus

Course Description:

Welcome!  Biology A is a college preparatory course that emphasizes ecology, cellular biology, and genetics.  We will begin with ecology, ecosystem stability, and the balance between competing effects.  Then we will cover the basics of biochemistry and explore the cell – its structure, life processes, and how it divides.  Finally, we will discover how traits are inherited based on Mendelian genetics. 
The following State Science Content Standards will be addressed in this course:

· Stability in an ecosystem is a balance between competing effects.

· Fundamental life processes of plants and animals depend on a variety of chemical reactions that are carried out in specialized areas of the organism’s cells.

· Mutation and sexual reproduction lead to genetic variation in a population.

· A multicellular organism develops from a single zygote, and its phenotype depends on its genotype, which is established at fertilization.

Grading Policy:

It is expected that you will complete all assignments and tests with an overall average of 70 percent or more to receive credit for this course.

Grades will be assessed in the following manner:


Lab Activities and Projects




35%


Tests and Quizzes





30% 

Final Exam






15%

Homework






10%


Class Assignments and Participation



10%


Extra Credit





no more than 5%

· All assignments are due on time!  Late work will not be accepted unless authorized by me.

· If you are absent, on the day you return to school always see me at the beginning of class to turn in any work that was due during your absence and to make arrangements to make up any missed assignments or to do alternate assignments.  It is your responsibility to any notes and turn-in any work due during your absence, and make up any missed assignments immediately!  For each day of absence, you will have the same number of days to make up any classwork, homework, labs, tests, and quizzes.  Labs, tests, and quizzes must be made up during class or lunch (unless there are special circumstances).  

· If you need extra help, don’t hesitate to ask!  That’s what I’m here for.  I am usually available during lunch and after school so please see me to schedule an appointment.  
· Extra credit is given for participation in class and an extra credit assignment will be announced towards the end of each semester.
Check the class website www.SmilingGorilla.com for assignment due dates and handouts.  
Overall grades will be assessed as follows:


A = 90-100%


B = 80 - 89%


C = 70 - 79%


F = 69% and below

Classroom Behavior Expectations:
1. School rules will be enforced at all times, to include the “no hats inside classrooms” and Board Policy Student Dress Code AR 5132(a).

2. No food, beverages, gum, or candy are allowed in the science classroom.
3. No electronic devices. Cell phones may be used only with teacher permission to enhance learning.
4. When the tardy bell rings, you should be quietly sitting in your assigned seat and ready for that day’s lesson.   Please refer to your Student Handbook for the administrative tardy/absence policies.

5. Respect others and their property.  Don’t touch or take other people’s belongings without their permission.  Take extra care of classroom equipment, textbook, etc. Although creativity is encouraged, please do not write on the desks or in the textbooks or class sets of materials. 

6. Be considerate and polite.  It is important that everyone cooperate with each other, listen carefully, and follow directions at all times.  Remember, teachers have the right to teach and students have the right to learn without unnecessary interruptions.

7. Follow all guidelines in the Student Safety Contract.  Safety is a major concern, especially during lab activities.  This syllabus and the Student Safety Contract are designed to cover all aspects of laboratory safety so please read both carefully before signing those forms.

8. Inappropriate or disruptive behavior will result in a verbal warning, removal from the class, a phone call home, detention, and/or a referral.  Such behavior will also lower your citizenship grade.

9. Do your own work!!!  Academic integrity and honesty is a school-wide objective and is expected of everyone.  Therefore, no credit will be given for cheating, work that is copied, or for work that is loaned to another student to be copied.  Along with that a referral may also be written.

Textbook:

· Biology – The Dynamics of Life published by Glencoe (blue cover with whales)
*You are required to check out the textbook or CD-ROM from the library and keep it at home.
Daily Materials: 

· #2 pencil, eraser, pen (blue or black).  No red or pink ink, please!

· Plastic or metal metric ruler (at least 15 cm long)

· Calculator 

· Colored pencils 

Chapters To Be Covered:
The following chapters will be covered in this course.  Please read them when they are assigned.  You will be responsible for the information covered in these chapters even if we do not go over them in class.

Chapter 1
Biology:  The Study of Life


Chapter 7
A View of the Cell








Chapter 18  
Viruses and Bacteria
Chapter 2
Principles of Ecology



Chapter 8
Cellular Transport and the Cell Cycle
Chapter 3
Communities and Biomes

Chapter 4
Population Biology



Chapter 9
Energy in a Cell
Chapter 5
Biological Diversity and Conservation








Chapter 10
Mendel and Meiosis

Chapter 6
The Chemistry of Life



Chapter 12
Patterns of Heredity and Human 

Genetics
PERFORMANCE CHECK LIST

If you are not satisfied with your current grade in this course, it is important to step back and evaluate why your performance isn’t at the level you think it should be.  Below are several suggestions that you can try in order to improve your comprehension of the material covered in this course:

1. Read the section, chapter, or unit at the beginning of the week or at the time we begin the unit.  Are you reading the sections as they are assigned?  Are you waiting until the last night before the test to read the chapter?  Are you even reading the chapter assigned?

2. Rewrite your class notes.  Each night recopy your notes in a format or style you feel most comfortable with.

3. Ask questions during the lecture if you don’t understand something.  There are no dumb questions unless you just aren’t paying attention.

4. Make up flash cards with one main idea, vocabulary term, or concept per card.  Look at your card many times throughout the day, every day…during commercials on TV, while waiting for the bus, on your way to and from school, etc.

5. Outline the chapter assigned.  Pick the main concept in each section and then find 1-2 supporting statements.

6. Answer the Review Questions at the end of each section and at the end of the chapter even if they are not assigned as homework.  They may help you comprehend the main ideas in the chapters.

7. Find a “study buddy.”  Research shows that if you discuss concepts or questions you have with one or two other people, you can improve your comprehension of those concepts.  Also, if you can explain something verbally to someone else and they can understand it, that’s an indication of how well you know the material.

8. Practice a “Focus Drill.”  Try to become aware of when you are not focused in on class time lectures.  Put a check at the top of your paper every time you find your mind wandering during lecture and try to decrease the number of checks on a daily basis.

9. Utilize your time wisely.  For 3 days keep a log of how you spend your time.  Identify any “wasted” time that could be better utilized in preparing for class.

10. Make your own vocabulary list.  Make a list of all the bold words in the chapter and define them.  It helps to understand the terms that are being used both in lecture and in the text.  Know the common prefixes and suffixes.

11. Arrange time to come in for tutoring with the teacher or you can also go to the Academic Study Center.  Don’t wait until right before a test to get help.  Ask for help right away!

12. Set aside a set amount of time every day to study for the class, even if there’s no homework assigned that day.  If you get into the habit and discipline it takes to be successful in class, you will be able to use that skill in other areas of your life as well.

