Lab. Report Grading Checklist (230 points total)
Overall (20 pts):
Your name, date and period are on your paper
Very neat

Lines are straight

Handwritten very neatly or typed

Includes neat drawings and the use of color if appropriate

Is complete and includes the nine steps as subheadings on the margin: Title, Problem, Hypothesis, Materials, Procedure, Data, Observations, Discussion, Conclusion

Title (10 pts):  Descriptive and centered on the paper and underlined
Problem Statement (20 pts): Written in the format “What is the effect of “Independent Variable” on “Dependent Variable.  The problem statement is as specific as possible.
Hypothesis (20 pts): Is in the format “ If “something is true” then “ this is how you will know it” because “this is why that would have happened.”

Materials(20 pts):  Listed one item on each line and indicates quantity and is as specific as possible

Procedure(20 pts):  Written one action on each line and is very clear and specific so that anyone can follow it.

Data(20 pts):  Organized in a data table with clear titles for the columns and rows as needed. Numbers have units.  The Independent variable is on the far left of the data table.  Each individual (or plant) has its own data so that its progress can be followed. The data is complete for every day the experiment was observed and data was taken. 
Graph(50 pts):  Includes a title for each graph and a title for each axis.  Each title includes the units as needed.  The Independent Variable is on the X-axis and the Dependent Variable is on the Y-axis. Any straight lines on the graph are drawn with a ruler so that it looks very neat.  The scale on the graph is as large as the paper will allow.  The scale is correctly spaced and has the correct units.

Observations(20 pts):  Clear and specific so that anyone reading the observations can visualize what you saw, smelled, and heard and any other observations noted through your senses or using instruments if appropriate.
Discussion(20 pts):  Explains what happened and why you believe that happened.  It also includes ideas about what further experiments could be done to better understand the characteristics of plants.

Conclusion(20 pts):  Clearly answers the questions posed in the problem statement. This should be a short one or two sentence statement.

