The Story of Stuff Extra Credit Assignment 
After watching the “Story of Stuff” (see link below)

In a 2 page thought paper, please explore the so-called Gospel of Consumption.
1) Summarize how materials economy works. Include the stages of extraction, production, distribution, consumption and disposal and explain what happens at each stage and how each stage affects us and our planet.

2) Why are we all a part of it when there are so many negative aspects to be considered?
3) What are the redeeming aspects of this way of life?
4) Do you feel that change is coming to your own life, or to the world at large?
5) Do you think that people are manipulated into buying stuff they don’t need?  How?

6) If more people knew the extent to which they are manipulated into consuming, would they change their habits and embrace a more simplistic life?
You can “Google” The Story of Stuff and get more information on this topic.  Remember, I am asking you to analyze and give your opinion, however, your opinion must be supported by facts and you need to mention these facts.  Facts can be based on your life experience, which means you know of this from dealing with it directly.  Facts can also be obtained through research, by reading or talking to people in the field of ecology, such as a scientist, or someone who works in manufacturing, such as in a factory, or in distribution or retail, perhaps someone who works in a warehouse or even at a large retailer such as Walmart, Target, Macys, or any other retailer.

Below are some useful links:

This link is connected to a written transcript of the entire video:

http://www.storyofstuff.com/pdfs/annie_leonard_footnoted_script.pdf
If you can’t access the link go to www.youtube.com and search for “The Story of Stuff.”
This link is to the actual video:

The Story of Stuff is interactive! While watching the movie, you can use the Chapter Navigator to skip around, learn more and get involved.

http://storyofstuff.org/
