How to Write a Hypothesis

After you are done writing your problem statement, you need to come up with a HYPOTHESIS for your problem statement.

A Hypothesis is written in the format:


If ______________________then _______________________ because _______________________________.
In the first blank you write down what might be true and in the second blank you write how you would know it.

So, for example if your Problem statement is:


What is the effect of the weight of motor oil on the gas mileage of a Honda Accord.

Then your Hypothesis would be:


If heavier motor oil increases the gas mileage of a Honda Accord then the car with the heavier motor oil will go further on a gallon of gas than a car with lighter motor oil because heavier motor oil is a stronger lubricant than lighter motor oil.
Let’s try another example:

So, for example if your Problem statement is:


What is the effect of using Scotts basic fertilizer on the how quickly a kidney bean plant grow
Then your Hypothesis would be:


If Scotts basic fertilizer increases the rate at which a red kidney bean plant grows then the group of plants getting the fertilizer will grow taller faster because Scotts fertilizer has nutrients which the plant needs to grow.
Now you need to write a hypothesis for each of your 10 problem statements.

