Awakenings Video Assignment

Background:
In the early part of the 20th century, the disease Encephalitis Lethargica turned people into living statues. It was a Parkinsonian epidemic that killed nearly five million people by keeping them awake until they died or sent them into comas so deep nothing could rouse them. It kept a handful of survivors locked inside their bodies.

The survivors weren’t in comas, and they weren’t “vegetables.” The better metaphor is that they were “ghosts.”
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS USING COMPLETE SENTENCES:
1. Describe the symptoms of the character “Lenny” in childhood as well as adulthood. 

2. Describe Lucy’s symptoms. 
3. In Lenny’s, Lucy’s and the other similar cases, how do their symptoms compare with those of people with schizophrenia? 

4. Describe Dr. Sayer’s “will” theory in regard to his patients’ reactions to the ball. 

5. What various stimuli make these patients react? (i.e., what reaches them?) 

6. Why might these patients have been diagnosed as suffering from “atypical schizophrenia”? 

7. Unlike the case of schizophrenia, we know what caused these patients’ disorder. What was it? 

8. The older doctor says these patients aren’t thinking, “the virus didn’t spare their higher faculties.” Dr. Sayer asks how he knows that. The older doctor replies, “Because the alternative is unthinkable.” What does he mean by that? What effect did this point of view have on these patients’ diagnosis and treatment? Can you relate this to schizophrenia or mental illness in general? 

9. Why does it bother Dr. Sayer that Lucy was drawn to the window rather than to the drinking fountain? 

10. The EEG indicates what about Lenny? 

11. Dr. Sayer uses an unusual technique to assess his patients. What is it? 

12. What finally moves Burt? 

13. Why does the poem, “The Panther,” have special significance for Lenny?

14. What is L-Dopa? It is normally used in the treatment of what disorder? 

15. Dr. Sayer parallels Parkinson’s and his patients’ disorder. Describe this. 

16. Describe the various psychological reactions the patients have to their “awakenings”? 

18. What Parkinson-like symptoms does Lenny exhibit when he develops tolerance to L-Dopa? 

19. One doctor describes Lenny as being paranoid. How does Dr. Sayer explain this? 

20. What ethical questions are raised in this movie regarding treatment? What is your opinion? 

21. What is the second “awakening” Dr. Sayer refers to at the end of the movie? What does this suggest about the treatment of mental patients? 
22. Do you agree with the following statement?  Explain and elaborate on your opinion.

“Perhaps the lesson that we can learn from these victims of an unthinkable fate is that even our yuckiest emotions are part of what makes us “awake.”’
