Welcome to Science Class

What is  science?
There are many ways of gaining knowledge, and science is just one of these ways.  Science can be used to find out about the natural universe such as how quickly something will fall on planet earth or the effects of sunlight on plants.  This type of information is not based on opinions.  It is based on the way things work even if human beings did not exist.  For example, how quickly something will fall is not dependent on a human being watching it fall.  The way that light affects plants is likewise not dependent on the presence of human beings.  These things are all part of the natural universe, and that is why they happen with or without the presence of mankind.  Scientists perform experiments and make observations to get data on how the natural world works.
Many areas to not fall under the subject of science, the laws and opinions of man are such examples.  Is long hair more attractive than short hair?  Should the legal drinking age be changed to 24 years old?  Should the police give you a warning before writing you a ticket for speeding?  These types of questions are based on preference and opinion and therefore are not part of science.  Preferences and opinions can be changed at anytime, whereas scientific knowledge endures, or lasts a long time.
Our Class Curriculum:

We will begin this class by learning how to ask science based questions and then how to design and perform experiments to answer these questions, and write lab reports so that we can share our scientific discoveries.  Writing goods lab reports is an important function in science since scientists all over the world share their discoveries in order to benefit all humanity.
Following that, we will use our textbooks to learn the material required for your science class by the state of California.  This is known as the state science standards.  In addition to the textbook, we will do some activities, watch videos, have discussions and use the Internet in order to cover these standards.

Our class rules:

1) Always sit in your assigned seat

2) No talking and look at me when I am addressing the class

3) No electronics or cell phones during class unless I give you permission.
Our class website:

Important class information can be found on all class website: www.smilinggorilla.com.  Our class website contains information to help you succeed in this class.  On the website you will find the content which we are currently covering, a list of class assignment, handouts, reminders, and tips for success.  To check your grades in the class, you will have to use the Infinite Campus link found on the school website.
Turning in assignments:

Most assignments in this class will be turned in on Fridays in a Manila folder which I will provide for you.  This portfolio folder will contain your work for the entire unit. Every sheet of paper must have your NAME, DATE, PERIOD and TITLE.
Finally, please keep in mind that I am here to help you succeed. Do not hesitate to ask me for help or guidance.  I want you to have a fun and enjoyable year and I will do my best to make this happen.

Questionnaire

1) Why is science not the only way of gaining knowledge?

2) What type of information does science provide?

3) What will we be learning in this class?

4) Lists the three class rules.

5) Since "no cheating" and " do not destroy school property” are not listed in the class rules, do you think it is OK to do these things? Why not?
6) Why do you think "no cheating" is not listed in the class rules?

7) What is our class website?
8) List four things which can be found on our class website.
9) What  4 pieces of information does every assignment or paper need to have on it
10) How can you check your grades online?

11) What day are most assignments turned in?
12) What is the teacher’s goal for you in this class?

13) What is something you would add, change, or delete from the front of this handout?

