GATTACA Genetics Assignment (Extra Credit)
Biology Principles: Nature vs. Nurture; Pre-implantation genetic diagnosis; Genetic Screening; DNA profiling; Human rights; Genetic modification (recombinant DNA), Genetic Engineering, Biotechnology, Bioethics.
Questions: ( 25 points)
1) What is the probable reason that this movie is called GATTACA?

2) At Vincent's birth, doctors already knew how he would die. What was Vincent's life expectancy and what would he likely die from?

3) Compare how Vincent's brother was brought into the world to how Vincent was brought into the world. Did the doctor feel that some traits should be left to chance? Why or why not.

4) The doctor stated: "The child is you, simply the best of you". What does this mean?

5) Scenes of the two brothers’ childhood imply certain differences in the physique. List some obvious differences between Vincent and his brother.

6) "My real resume' was in my cells." What does this statement mean? What kind of job did Vincent end up with? What was his real goal?

7) Describe the process by which Vincent became Jerome? 

8) How was Vincent treated differently as Jerome?

9) What was the symbolism provided by the staircase in Jerome’s house?

10) What procedures did Vincent go through to prevent his DNA from being discovered (and his ruse being discovered?)

11) Did the doctor at Gattaca know all along that Jerome wasn't who he was? What gave him away at the end?

12) Why did the real Jerome go along with Vincent's scheme? 

13) What explanation did Vincent provide for how he beat his brother at swimming?


Essay: (25 points) 
Essay should be approximately 5 paragraphs long, and use language specific to genetics and biotechnology and be typed, Times New Roman font size 12, double spaced. Look at your chapter 13 vocabulary list and include a minimum of 6 of these terms within your essay.  Underline these terms so that I can find them easily when I grade your essay.
1. The caption of the movie reads: "There Is No Gene for The Human Spirit". Describe what this means in the context of Vincent's struggle to overcome his perceived genetic disadvantages. Is nature (DNA) more important than nurture (environment) in determining whether a person will be successful or not.  Is it really possible for someone to exceed their genetic potential or be different from what their genes command them to be? How do you know this? If people are a result of their genetics, should anyone be responsible for their actions? Do siblings born and raised by the same parents in the same environment end up being very different from each other? Why? Defend you answers.

